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ID CARDS CONDEMNED AGAIN 


A fter gaming a slim cnajority in the 
House of Commons last month, 
the ID cards bill has been heavily 
criticised by a Pariiamentar>’ Committee, 
the House of Lords and campaign groups. 

A repon from the Lords Consultation 
Comminee has condemned the bill, 
following on from similar reports by 
Home Affairs Select Committee and the 
Joint Committee on Human Rights, 
and an economic report by the London 
School of Economics. 

The latest report concerned itself only 
with consntunonal nghts, but found that 
these had been exceeded, and suggested 
that the entire bill would need to be 
proofed againsr “the potential for abuse 
of the registration scheme by officials of 
the State claiming to act in the pubUc 
interest.** 

The committee, closely mirroring 
rrmphmn from human rights groups, 

iDcardt 

rqyta e n t s a changes between the relation- 
ship of dtizen and state, and says that 
once the cards are implemented, there is 
no posaible need for a national database 
to bold details. 

The comminee abo heard that it was 
likely that a single ID card sstem would 
lead to greater urgeting of minority 
groups for checks and stops from official 
sources. 

The>' come aloogsidr reports which 
have shown that the technology is 
flawed to the point that one tn ten 
thousand people would be rms-rcad, and 
readers would be unable to cope with 


brown-eyed people or anyone who 
went bald. 

The LSE’s economic report meanwhile 
suggested that the cost of ID card intro¬ 
duction could be up to £l 1 bn - nearly 
four times the government’s estimate. 

One pilot, interviewed by Freedom 
earlier this ycai, pointed out that existing 
equipment in customs and excise is not 
currently used due to training issues, and 
pointed out that introducing them across 
the country would require almost every¬ 
where to have trained personnel. 

Banks meanwhile have condemned the 
idea as an expensive waste of their time. 

The comments suggest a conflia could 
be building between the Lords and the 
commons over the issue. 

Microsoft also came out against the 
cards last month. Microsoft’s national 
technology officer Jerry Fishenden 
warned the Government: “Putting all of 
our personal identity information in a 
single place is something that no techno¬ 
logist would ever recommend: it leads 
to increased and unnecessary risk**. 

Other IT companies, who stand to 
receive between £6-£l9bn for 
implementation of the system, have 
remained silent. 

Rebel Labour MPs failed to scupper 
the bill on 18ih Oaober when it was 
presented for its third reading, after ‘last 
minute concessions* where the govern¬ 
ment guaranteed to keep the cost of a 
sundalone ID card at £30 per person. 
The vote passed by 309 votes to 284. 

When asked, the government refused 


T he gpvcnunctu has daimod a victory 
in the pcnsioQS aim after they 
mvitd tlmr hr wuA pamkm 
savings up lo 2055, Ncgci D a or jm between 
the Trade and Industry Depafunent and 
the Trades Union Council wound up law 
month after ait agrormem was reached 
that exwrtng workers would be exempt 
from plans to raise the agr of rtureratM 
and sever the link berween pemrom and 
final salaries. 

Despite TUC damis that the deal was 
a vKtory (or union ncgciciauirs, and the 
standing down of preparanons for a 
general strike, u will mean all new 
emranu to the sector will have to w<^k 
under the conditions Uid out ui ongmal 
government propouU, 
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Future gencratiofu will now have tlieir 
pensionable age raised to 65 and their 
bmcfiis reduced, leading to a full one- 
chird pension drop in real terms for new 
rfu/anu to the public services, according 
to the TUCi own cakulaoons. Coming 
after a massive defeat for labour on (he 
right to sympathy strikes, the agreement 
has sparked anger over the exclusion of 
future genrraiions from its protection. 

Dave, • retired member Unison 
said: “Ihe tore point is that the people 
1 formerly worked with, and odiers yet 
to begin puhhc sector rmploymcm, may 
be disadvamagrd bccauK of 
governixicoial uuerfereticr and the 
coiuuvancr of the union bureaucracy. 

**1 particularly hate the campaign to 
divide (hr country^ workers into public 
and pnvair ic ara ; where the phvait aoctor 
IS worse off as result of the public sector 
paision scheme, flic fight goes cm, but 
ficji front the upper echelons, but from 
the grassroots,’* 

lltc deal was brokered by Trade and 
Industry Sccreury Alan Joluiscm and 
TUC secretary Brendan Barber, wlm said: 



to reveal the actual projeaed costs, 
combining taxation and one-off payments, 
as the information was ‘commercially 
sensitive*. 

Among the amendments defeated in the 
reading were a plan to make registration 
of deuils on the national database for 
passpon applicants volunury,. 

Campaign group No2ID said: “Only 


one in three people believed they’d be of 
any use against terrorists after the 7/7 
attacks, and that didn’t even include the 
Home Secretary. Ministers admit that 
the ‘benefits* have been ‘oversold*, the 
supposedly secure technology is flawed 
and unreliable and industry experts - 
some of whom stand to make millions, 
even billioas, from the scheme - are highly 


critical. And (last month), Microsoft 
warned that the ID scheme could actually 
generate “massive identity Eraud” rather 
than help prevent it. 

“The Home Ofifice provided rw new 
arguments to address these senous 
admissions. In fact they provide no 
argument at all, p re ferring to make blank 
assertions backed by no evidence.** 


BACK DOWN BOYS 


“This is a real change of hean by the 
government. [It] has accqxcd that today’s 
public seaor suff should not have their 
pensions promise broken." 

The deal covers three million workers 
across health, tlie civil service and 
education, and effcciively ends the threat 
of a general strike, which was strongly 
supported across the public* sector. 

l^al government workers meanwhile 
have been left without tlie backup of the 
other sections of the public sector, and 
will liave to ncgcHutc separately with 
ihrir local gfivernmcnial emptoym. 

It M (hr second time this year ilie strike 
has been called off, after public sector 
union Uitisofi umUirrally dismantled the 
strike prexM ahiaid of the general election. 

'Die governmrdi have claimed that the 
plaii will save £ I Ibn in the next 50 years. 
But the long-U^ naiurr of die agrrrmrm 
hasn’t assuaged fears over the damage a 
pensuNU black hole running lo biitions 
of pound will do now. 

Many einpluyfes in the |Hiblic sector 
already work uitiil the age of 65, due to 
low wages within the servKt. 


SUMMIT SUMMATIONS 


T rials have begun for two high profile 
summit cases. In Genoa, police, 
prison officers and medical staff will 
face a variety of charges rebting to the 
brutal raids on ioumabsts and activists 
lodguig in the Diaz school during the 
July 2001 G8 summit. 

Ill Greece, six activists held after the 
2003 EU Summit went free after ree'etving 
suspended sentences; the govcmmeiu is 
still conxidenttg charges against a seventh 
man, hunon Chapman. 

i’Ciur Greeks and one Spaniard received 
ic4itefKcs between 10 and 26 months 
for offencTs reUted to a not, and in one 
instance for possessing a baton; all were 
suspended for three yean. One ocher 
activist was set free amid uscoosiatcncirs 
in police testimony and allegatioiis that 
he was beaten. The trial took )ust five 
hours, and a noisy solidarity demo took 
place outside. 

The fallout fnan the Diat raid will spill 
over to two court cases, one regarding 
the 28 officers allegedly involved in the 
violence during the school raid itself, 
and a further 47 government employees 
(mostly prison guards) accused of 


responsibility for the degradatioQ after 
those detained at Diaz were taken to a 
holding camp at Bolzaneto. 

The Diaz raiders have been charged 
with trespass, fabe arrest, mfiicting GBH, 
authorising GBH and inventing a reason 
for the raid. 

Around 150 members of a speoal riot 
police flying squad were sent mto the 
Dtaz school, where demonstrators were 
attacked indiscnminacely with batons - 
93 were m}ured, 25 hoapicabsed and 
three left comatose by the attack. Teeth 
were broken, nbs broken, one person 
suffered a colbpsed lung. 

Ail of the mjuivd were taken 6kxn to 
Boizooeto, where they suBbred more 
beatuigs, in addicioa to threats of rape; 
inlamously detainees were forced to 
sing fascist and antisemtoc songs. All 
were bter released with no charges. 

The trial has come under threat, after 
a new Uw halved the amount of time 
avadable to bring about a convicooo 
before a case is distmsaed. The new 
Icgisbtioo is apparently modvaced by 
political Dcpociain, allegedly to save an 
old lawyer fnend accused of bnbery. 
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Home and away 


Water strike 
Anniiid 5,500 sraff at the nepamnent for 
Environment, f'ood and Rural Affairs 
(DURA) have gone on strike over 
worsening pay, which has left them 
substantially behind other workers in 
similar jobs. 

The Centre for Environment, Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Science ((TEAS), which 
deals with underwater farming issues, 
has Iwen particularly hard-hit in recent 
years by the w'idenmg discrepancies 
between departments. 

Pay levels vary dramatically across 
Dtl RA and its agencies for people doing 
the same job. Tlic starting salary' for an 
administrative officer in CEFAS is 
£1 1,474 compared to a starting salary of 
£15,221 in the Rur,il Payments Agency. 
for executive officers in the next grade 
It IS no better with salaries in CEFAS 
starting at £15,164 compitred to £20,451 
in DHFRA itself. 

TTie one-day strike, organised by public 
seaor union the PCS, is demanding 
greater pay rate coherence. 

Mark Serwoika, PCS general secretary, 
said: **DEFRA and its executive agencies 
arc a prime example of the unfair and 
faracaJ nature of civil service pay. 

“Members doing the same job have 
had enough of the growing inequality of 
pay within the department and its agencies 
and want to see people doing the same 
job paid the same rate. It is high time that 
the depanment and the government 
stepped in and sorted out the growing 
mess that is civil service pay.’' 


Around the world 


rr>uT<5eT 

1 wo Scotland Yard police officers who 
shot an innocent unarmed man on his 
w'ay home have been told a prosecution 
will not be brought against them. 

Harry Stanley, a painter and decorator, 
was killed with a shot to the head as he 
w'alkcd home with a table-leg in his bag, 
which the professional marksmen rmstook 
for a sawn-off shotgun. 

'Flic Crown Prosecution Service found 
that there was insufficient evidence that 
the PCs, Kevin Fagan and Neil Sharman 
(now promoted to Chief Inspector), were 
not aaing in self-defence w'hcn they shot 
the man holding a bag from their car. 

Irene Stanley, Harry Stanley’s widow, 
said she would keep fighting and would 
be taking legal advice over how best to 
proceed. 

More Georges Crossed 

The squatted Circle O^mmuniry Ontre 
in the old St (#corgcs 'Fhcatre in I .tendon 
has been evicted. Fhe colourful centre, 
which had lx*cn in action for over a year, 
saw 30 p<j|ice and ten bailifft storm into 
the building as supp<jrters rushed to try 
and obtain a stay of execution at the 
high court. 

Linked to a network of similar centres 
across lamdon, including the Rampart 
near Freedom’s offices in Whitechapel, 
the C.ircic Centre was designed to work 
with the local aimmunity while supponmg 
both national and international groups 
and meetings. 

A supporter said: “It will be fondly 
rcmemliercd for the many workshops and 
events held there over the years.” 

Fhe centre had courted some 
controversy for its night time activities, 
with two local residents complaining of 
late arguments and parties. One said: 

“I live in the area. I have had to put up 
with concerts and parties that carry on 
until the early hours of the morning.” 

But there arc also fears over the future 
use of the building, now- owned by a 
Christian business known as Church on 
the Rock, 



CHINA: Xinhua ha.s reported the death 
of the Chinese anarchist Ba Jin (pictured 
above as a young man) after a six year 
battle with cancer. In 1919 he was part 
of the Chinese anarchist group Company 
of Equals that organised demonstrations 
against the warlords and distributed 
revolutionary leaflets. 

Ba Jin was born Li Yaotang on 1904, 
in Chengdu, Sichuan Province but 
changed his name to taking Ba Jin, which 
combines the names of two Russian 
anarchists. The first syllable in Chinese 
is that of the surname of Mikhail 
Bakunin and the last syllable that of 
Kropotkin. He translated Kropotkin’s 
work into Chinese, 

Despite his anarchism Ba Jin became 
one of the most revered writers under 
Chinese Leninism, although he was 
purged during the Cultural Revolution, 
only re-emerging in 1977. But both 
before and after the Cultural Revolution 
he was favoured by the Communist 


Party (in 1981 he was elected chairman 
of the Chinese Writers Association). The 
Chinese press in accounts of his death 
not only fails to mention his anarchism 
hut even offers an alternative explanation 
for his name. 

He was the last survivor of the first 
generation of Chinese writers to use the 
Chinese of the streets rather than formal 
Chinese of the court in their writings. His 
writings were translated into at least 30 
foreign languages. 

HONG KONG: Peasants and small 
farmers, NGOs, and social movements 
from southeast Asia arc all converging 
on Hong Kong, China, for the sixth 
Ministerial meeting of the WTO (World 
Trade Organisation), which will take 
place from 13th to 18th December 
2005. Conferences, cultural events, 
mass mobilisations, and direct actions 
are being planned between 11 th and 
18th December. 

SOUTH AFRICA: The Southern African 
Social Forum in Zimbabwe saw many 
thousands from across the region 
attend - with Trevor Ngwane from the 




At)oth0r StHjtfm-n 

.Africa^ 
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Prison news 


Aachen prisoners sentenced 

As many readers will already know, the 
trial of the five comrades arrested in 
Aachen, Germany, last year has come 
to Its inevitable conclusion, with some 
long sentences being handed down in 
line with the prosecution request. 

After six months on trial, during 
which they have been brought to court 
shackled hand and foot, blindfolded, 
and with their hearing restricted, the 
sentences arc as follows; Jose Fernandez 
Delgado, 14 years; Ciahricl Poniho da 
Silva, 13 years; B^ri dc C,eeier, 37 j 
years, (/abnel’s sister, ikgona, who was 
on hail during the trial, was given 
probation. 

I he prisoners, who remain unre(x*ntant, 
unbroken, unbowed, have made a call for 
mternationai revolutionary solidarity. 
More information about the Aachen case, 
including the addresses of the pnsoners. can 
be found at wvfw.escapeinlorebellion.info 

Police stations again being used 
as jails 

For the first lime since ilie 1980s, massive 
prison overcrowding is meaning that 
prisoners are once again being held in 
police cells. 

With the prison popiilaiioii rapidly 
approaching a record high of 78,000, up 
to 200 prisoners at a tunc arc being 


Anti-Privatisation Forum in Gauteng 
opening proceedings. 

Trevor started out with a wish that 
the Forum would provide a space for 
activists from the whole southern 
region to develop their struggle against 
capitalism, and he was pleased to see 
COSATU at the Forum, as he hoped 
labour and communities could join 
together in struggle back home in South 
Africa. 

Zimbabwean Lucy Matibenga, 
president of the Southern African Trade 
Union Coordination Council, welcomed 
all the delegates from the region to 
Harare in Zimbabwe. She spoke of how 
globalisation was wreaking havoc in 
people’s everyday lives, and she accused 
African governments of “going to bed 
with” the International Monetary Fund 
and The World Bank. The Structural 
Adjustment Programmes imposed by 
these institutions cause unemployment 
and retrenchments in the public sector, 
which are issues of great concern for 
the labour movement. 

WORLD: The ‘polycentric’ 2006 World 
Social Forum (WSF), one of whose 
centres will be in Venezuela, expects 
over 80,000 participants from around 
the world to come to Caracas from 
24th to 29th January. The WSF is 
scheduled to take place in three 
locations simultaneously: in Venezuela, 
Pakistan, and Mali. A representative of 
the WSF Hemispheric Council, the 
Venezuelan sociologist Edgardo Lander, 
presented the plans for this year’s WSF 
to the Venezuelan Vice-President, Jose 
Vicente Rangel, Tuesday, where he 
requested the government’s help with 
the organisation of the event. 


locked-out’ of prisons, particularly in 
London and the West Midlands where 
the crisis is worst, and held in police 
stations until jail places can be found 
for them. 

New pamphlet on repression in 
Italy 

A very informative pamphlet has recently 
been produced on the current ‘tsunami 
of repression’ against Anarchists in Italy, 
which has led directly to the imprison¬ 
ment of many comrades. Copies of 
Repression in Italy’ are being distributed 
free of charge, hut donations towards 
priming costs and for prisoner support 
arc very welcome. 

Hunger-Strike marks Leonard 
Peltier's 30th Year 

US siip|)orters of imprisoned Native 
American activist Leonard Peltier staged 
a 12 day hunger-strike to mark the 
passing of his lOth year behind bars, and 
called on the Federal Bureau of Prisons 
to expedite his release, 

In 1976 Peltier was convicted by an 
all-white jury of the killing of two FBI 
agents on the Pine Ridge Indian Reserva¬ 
tion, North Dakota, the previous year. 

In 1985 the US governmenr admitted 
that they did not have pnxif of who killed 
their agents. Fhe lOth Circuit Court of 
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According to Lander: “This will be 
the largest international event held in 
the history of the country and requires 
an organisational effort of 
infrastructure, of tents for meetings, of 
internet access, which obviously 
requires public support.” 

However, a dissent group of social 
activists, artists, professionals, workers 
and leftist intellectuals have put out a 
call for an alternative social forum to 
the main event. They said: “We extend 
an invitation to an international event 
of and for social movements in the 
struggle, as a more valid option to the 
bureaucratic spectacle the World Social 
Forum has become.” 

The Alternative Social Forum aspires 
to be a net with as many hubs af . 
possible, perlx)rming many aawmcsviv 
different places throughout the nation, 
with an agenda collectively defined and 
coordinated in a decentralised way. “We 
want a space without homogenising 
intentions and without electoral 
rationality that will in practice ... 
dominate proceedings.” 

adapted from A-Infos/Indymedia 


Appieals has since said that, “the prosecu¬ 
tion of Mr Peltier is to be condemned; 
they [the prosecution] withheld evidence 
and coerced testimony. These facts are 
undisputed.” 

More information on Leonard Peltier’s case at: 
http://users.skynetbe/kola/jpfintro.htm 

Former Spanish prisoner visits UK 
Anarchist ex-prisoner Laudelino Iglesias 
Martinez, who spent 25 years behind 
bars, including more than a decade in 
isolation, recently visited England to 
talk about his time inside. 

Laudelino gave talks in Brighton, 
Bradford and London, and spent time 
with AIK^ members and anti-prison 
activists. 

1 he main focus of l.^udclino’s talk was 
the repression and prison struggle in 
Spain post-Franco, and the brutal HIES 
isolation units. 

l ie was accompanied by a representative 
from the Basque prisoner support 
collective Salakhcta, who also spoke. 

Leeds ABC arc currently transcribing 
the talk Laudalino gave at Bradford’s I 
in 12 Club in order to make it more 
widely available. 

Uprising in Antwerp prison 

At the end of September there was an 
uprising by prisoners at Antwerp prison 


in Belgium in protest at the cancellation 
of visits because of an action by the 
screws. After evening exercise, 170 
prisoners refused to go to their cells, 
erecting barricades and setting fire to 
prison property. 

The Federal Reserve riot police were 
brought into the prison, and only 
succeeded in overwhelming the prisoners 
after three hours of fighting, during 
which some prisoners defended themsehes 
with homemade weapons. 

Antwerp prison, which is designed to 
hold a jail p>opulation of 350, current > 
has over 700 prisoners. 

New Angry Brigade /Persons 

Unknown DVD available 

For those who missed them in 1^74 

and 1980, two BBC documentaries on 
the Angry Brigade and on the Persons 
Unknown case (yet another attempt^ 
fit-up against anarchists) are now 
available on DVD. 

Due to copyright payments, the 
has had to be priced at £17.00 (w » 
includes post and packing), but ^ 
documentaries are well worth 
Available from: ChrisrieBooks, 

35, Hastings, East Sussex, TN34 2 
Please make cheques payable to 
‘Christie Books’. .. 
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News 


Show me the money 

Rob Ray looks at a new governmental plan to ‘modernise’ unionists 
and asks who benefits the most 


T he Department of Trade and 
Industry' has finished setting up a 
board to oversee the government's 
ne^^'esr initiative, launched in conjunaion 
wth the TUC. 

The new Union Modernisation Fund, 
worth £5m, is to be spent over the next 
two years training the next generation 
of senior unionists on behalf of new 
Labour. 

The fund, which would have to be 
matched by any union taking up the 
offer, has a stated aim of helping trade 
unions ‘‘adapt to meet the challenges of 
the modem workplace”. 

The board consists of outgoing TUC 
President jeannie Drake; Professor 
Willy Brown from the Low Pay 
Commission; Judith Hackitt, Director- 
General of the Chemical Industries 
Association; Adrian Askew, General 
Sccrecar}' of Connecr, jeannie Drake, 
Deputy' General Secretary' of the 
Communication Workers Union; 
ex-Amicus deputy' chief Danny 
Carrigan and is chaired by Sir Bill 
Connot, a member ot the Central 
Arbitration Committee and former 
General Secretary of shop-workers 
union USDAW. 

The seven members will oversee the 
first round of funding, which has 
several ‘priority' themes’. These themes 
include: 

• Improving the understanding of 
modem business practices by full 
time officers and lay representatives, 
to better enable unions to work 
constructively with employers as 
partners to improve business 
performance; 

• Improving two-way communication 
between unions and their members, 
leading to a potential for greater 


participation of members in the 
union; 

• Improving the ability' of unions to 
respond to the increasing diversity 
of the labour market, and to supply 
services geared to the needs of a 
diverse membership; 

• Applying modern management 
methods to the running of unions 
as efficient, outward-looking and 
flexible organisations; 

• Assessing the challenges and 
opportunities of union restructuring 
and union mergers; 

• Developing the professional 
competence of union officers. 

Commenting on the launch, TUC 
General Secretary Brendan Barber said: 
“This is a welcome initiative by 
government that recognises the 
importance of unions to the modern 
world of work. 

“But it is also an increasingly 
complex world and this fund will help 
unions develop their capacity to service 
their members, deal effectively with 
employers and contribute to building a 
successful economy, 

“No doubt some will attack it, bur it 
is small beer compared to the help for 
business that the DTI already rightly 
provides.” 

Alan Johnson said: “With any 
j>eriod of change, the role of trade 
unions - providing advice, advocacy 
and support in the workplace - is 
critical. Whether it’s helping a new 
mother understand the new rights 
she has to leave and pay, advising 
staff on changes to their pension, or 
negotiating a solution to tricky 
workplace issues.” 

TTie TUC did not respond to 
questions over the purpose of the fund. 



Rochdal# Asbestos 

A large area of Rochdale is heavily contaminated with asbestos, disproving claims of a major contractor 
that the area Is safe. A proposed 600 house development in the Sp^den Valley is now going Into a new 
consultation process after developers Countryside Properties admitted that the entire area Is full of the 
lethal compound. 

The site used to host the Turners asbestos factory and holds at least 500 tonnes of asbestos, but that 
could be the tip of the iceberg, according to historical documentation found by campaigners. 

The Save Spodden Campaign has been careful to emphasise that It wants to see more housing, but 
believes the site is too dangerous and another should be found elsewhere around Rochdale, with Spodden 
cleaned up. 

The campaign has been supported by local trade unions, including the communications union CWU, who 
expressed concerns over the safety of members who would have to lay telephone lines on the site. 
Countryside Properties have been accused of trying to bury the information, after campaigners discovered 
that the company had registered similar domain names to the Save Spodden website at www.spodden- 
valley.co.uK before they admitted the dangers last month. 


An eventful weekend 


T wo major events tcx>k place in 
London over the weekend of 22nd 
and 23rd October, with thousands 
attending. 

On Saturday the London Anarchist 
Bookfair, the largest anarchist gathering 
in Britain this year, took place at the 
Resourve Centre on Holloway Road, 
having moved premises after a bad- 
tempered confrontation with prior 
hosts ULU in 2004. 

The event, held at a larger site, drew 
in more stalls and, seemingly, more 
people, as the larger space was again 
filled from quite early on in the day. 
Every major group had a presence, and 
a huge range of meetings covered topics 
from ID to class struggle, through Iceland 
Dambusting to radical co-ops. 

The bookfair was spread across three 
rooms and incorporated a canteen. 
There was a massive range of literature, 
tee-shirts, music, films and even coffee 
and buttons on show, along with a 
mountain of freebies. 

However, complaints were raised at 


the presence of David Shaylcr, an ex-MI5 
operative investigated and discredited by 
journal Notes From the Borderland. 

The event was also marred when a 
disagreement at flic nearby Wetherspoons 
pub quickly escalated into a police 
shut-down. 

An argument lietween the bar manager 
and a group who had started up a sound 
system at or near the venue led to his 
calling the police at around 6pjn that 
day. Wetherspoons aren’t licenced for 
music, and the music was shut off, 
turned on again, and finally broken as 
police were being called. 

Several vans of riot police, possibly 
from the nearby Arsenal game, arrived 
on the scene within minutes, and began 
to hem in the crowd, which was emerging 
from the bookfair as it wound down 
for the night. 

The area was shut down, and after 
some scuffles, seven people were 
arrested. During the incident, a girl’s leg 
was injured in an accident as shutters 
were closed. 


The next day, the Freedom to Protest 
conference was held on Ixjhalf of various 
groups, including Friends of the Earth, 
sections of No2ID, the Muslim 
Parliament, trade union groups and the 
Campaign again.st the arms trade. 

The conference had an explicit theme 
of using increased protest and defiance, 
ns well as greater organisation, to achieve 
the aim of fighting measures such as 
ASBOs, police encirclement, harassment 
and road block.s. 

One attendee, posting on indymedia. 
org.iik, said: “It went pretty well with 
the place being packed and people 
saying that they found it really useful 
and interesting. A huge range of groups 
and movements were represented and 
in the brief rime available there was a 
lot of material covered. 

“There is definitely a growing move¬ 
ment in the country to protect our basic 
civil rights, and many groups are 
mentioning the ‘right to protest’ and 
‘freedom to protest’ on their literature/ 
demos already. lx*t’s keep spreading it.” 


Road scheme protest 


A protest has put pressure on Norfolk^ 
County Council to drop its contro¬ 
versial northern distributor road. 
The N25, which the council hopes will 
redistribute traffic away from areas of 
north Norwich, has come under heavy 
criticism for using outdated costings for 
the £lO()m project. 

The No N2.S campaign recctuly scored 
a significant victory against the local 
council when they got the section from 
Fakonham to the A47 dropped - a full 
quarter of the route. 

But last month, the three-quarter 
length route from the A47 at Postwick 
to the A140 Cromer Road, and then 
from the A140 to the A1067 Fakenham 
Road was ratified by all major parties. 

Campaigners said: “ I hc three-quarter 
route won’t achieve the |temporary! cuts 
in journey times they’re looking for and 
can be expected to deliver traffic chaos 
to the unfortunate village of Taverham 
where it stops, and to the North West 
of Norwich more generally. And there’s 
been lU) public consultation whatever 


on a three quarter length route.” 

Norwich Area transport said: “Both 
the East of England Development 
Agency's Regional Economic Strategy 
(Faist of England 2010) and Shaping the 
Future see high quality transport 
infrastructure as being essential to 
ensure the future prosperity of Norfolk. 
Shaping the b’uture therefore includes a 
preferred route determined for an NDR 
and a growing regional airport in 
Norwich as strategic priorities.” 

£6m has been spent so far on planning 
costs for the project, which Adrian 
Gunson, county council cabinet member 
for planning and transportation, said was 
being designed to go around villages 
and draw traffic away. 

But No N25 have pointed out that 
the Blue route chosen, goes “through 
two of the villages with the strongest 
local campaigns - Rack heath in the east 
and Weston Longville in the west”. 

I'hc protest took place on ruesday, Isr 
November at Ely. 

Rob R«)r 















News 


Naughty Nicaragua 


The US sent their Deputy Secretary of State to warn Nicaraguans 
not to challenge neoliberal dominance, reports Jack Ray 


T he Bush administration has warned 
Nicaragua that economic aid and 
debt relief will be withdrawn if 
President Enrique Bolanos is not allowed 
to complete his term or if the leftist 
Frente Sandinista Liberacion Nacional 
(FSLN) wms elections next year. Robert 
Zoellick (pictured), Condoleeza Rice’s 
deputy, visited the countr}' over 4th and 
5th Oaober to show support for the 
embattled Bolanos regime, whose support 
in the National Assembly has dwindled 
in face of opposition from El Pacto, an 
unholy alliance of left and right, between 
the Sandinistas and the Constitutional 
Liberal Party (CLP). 

Zoellick warned: “For those who think 
they can remove him [Bolanos], my 
message is there will be consequences in 
terms of their relations with the United 
States.” He added: ‘‘The clear message 
tivat \ want to send is that there is an 
opportunity wirii [Central American Free 
Trade Agreement], with the Millennium 
Challenge Account, with debt forgiveness, 
to reaUy move into a take off phase for 
development. But that opportunity can 
only be seized if some of the forces in 
Nicaragua don’t undermme its democracy 
and Its det'elopment.” 

The United States has pledged to 
deliver Si75m in aid and to write off 
S4bn of debt provided that the country' 
keeps to economic reforms outlined in 
the Milleimium Challenge programme. 

As the two largest parties in the 
National Assembly, El Paao had prevented 
the passage of the controversial CAFTA, 


which abolishes import tariffs and trade 
barriers across the region. Critics argue 
that the agreement will destroy rural 
Nicaraguan communities and bankrupt 
170,000 small and co-operative farmers, 
provoking a race to the bottom where 
central American countries compete to 
have the worst labour and environmental 
standards. 

In 1994, a similar agreement for North 
American Free Trade (NAFTA) resulted 
in the Zapatista rebellion. Washington 
is a strong advocate of the agreement, 
which was eventually passed on 10th 
October following Zoellick’s threats to 
the CLP over aid, debt and over US visas. 
ZoelUck hinted that if impeachment 
attempts against Bolanos continued, 
thousands of Nicaraguans resident in 
the US would also find it impossible to 
return to the country after being denied 
visas, in particular ex-pat supporters of 
the CLP. 

Bolanos himself is a fervent supporter 
of CAFTA and the US, hailing the passage 
of the bill. “Beyond the undeniable 
economic benefits, CAFTA sets Nicaragua 
on a long-term commitment to free 
markets and accelerated democratisation, 
and it ensures the Central American 
region and the US will be moving 
together toward a joint future based on 
shared values.” 

The US has also expressed dismay that 
former president Daniel Ortega might 
win next year’s elections. Ortega led the 
Sandinista government following the 
1979 revolution that ousted pro-US 


News in brief 


Swazi anarchist arrested 

‘MK’, a member of the Zabalaza Anarchist 
Communist Federation’s underground 
structures in Swaziland was among eight 
Swaziland youth congress members 
arrested by police following a congress 
demonstration in the city of Manzini on 
1st October. The demonstration was 
against the continued outlaw of all pro- 
democratic political activity in Africa’s 
last remaining ‘white’ (monarchist) 
diaatorship. Today Sobhuza’s successor. 
King Mswati III, presides over one of the 
world’s highest HIV/AIDS infection rates, 
in a country where for people to draw 
water from a stream without permission 
is a crime. 

Over the past two years, the ZACF 
has established a presence in Swaziland 
as the only grassroots revolutionary 
organisation pushing for the overthrow 
of the king and of the British-South 
Afncan extractive capitalism he supports. 

Working within and outside of the 
congress, the ZACF has popularised 
anarchist class struggle ideas among 
politically-conscious youth. Countering 
Saturday’s demonstration, the royal 
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dictator Anastasio Somoza. The American 
government fed the Contra Insurgency 
against the Sandinistas throughout the 
1980s, as right-wing paramilitaries 
engaged in terrorist atrocities and wide- 
scale killing of civilians. 

As in previous elections, Zoellick also 


warned Nicaraguans that financial agree¬ 
ment would be endangered by a vote for 
the Sandinistas; earlier in the year a State 
Department official warned: “The 
Sandinista Party that Daniel Ortega 
represents is not a democratic party. They 
may play in democratic processes, but it 


is not a democratic party.” 

The Sandinista revolution in 1979 
ousted an American backed dictatorship, 
and won the country’s first dcmocranc 
elections by a landslide in 1984, leaving 
office after losing the subsequent 
election in 1990. 


Swazi police fired warning shots and in 
the resulting chaos, arrested ‘MK’ and 
seven comrades. Last month, when an 
armoured police ‘hippo’ wandered into 
comrade-controlled territory, it found 
itself stoned and petrol-bombed. 

MK’ and his seven comrades have 
apparently been charged with “disturb¬ 
ing the peace”. He is in high spirits, but 
is an ill man and is not able to take his 
regular medication. Bail has l)cen set at 
r1,500 (£128) by the state, but civic 
organisations are trying to get the bail 
reduced to f500 - still a huge sum in this 
exuemely poor southern African country. 

ZACF 

Nazi march routed 

The self-styled American Nazi Party 
abandoned their 15th October march 
through Toledo, Ohio, after coming under 
attack by anti-fascists. Local residents 
and anti-fascist groups mobilised to 
prevent the march against ‘black crime* 
called by the National Socialist Movement 
(NSM), a white supremacist group. 

The Nazis were forced to flee the scene 
after more than 1,000 protesters over¬ 


Ireland From Below 


whelmed their police protection after 
throwing rocks and surging forward. 
Police then retreated under a barrage of 
stones and bottles, with locals leading 
anti-fascist activists in attacking police 
and corporate media vehicles. The riot 
took 150 police using tear gas and horses 
two hours to disperse, arresting 114 
people, mostly locals. 

Before the march, police and local 
authorities had come under heavy 
criticism for allowing the NSM march, 
with many residents remarking that such 
violence was inevitable with a racist 
group marching through a mostly black 
neiglibourhood to protest supposed gang 
violence. Trouble started when officers 
armed with semi-automatic rifles went 
to protect marchers standing outside a 
local higli school, confronting 100 people 
they pushed protesters back across the 
street before more locals joined the crowd 
as friends and family were called to help 
out. Requests arc now being made for 
bail money. At least a dozen people were 
still Ixjing held nearly a week later pending 
bond payment of S 10,000 (£5,600). Sec 
www.antiracistaction.us 


I reland From Below, a left-libertarian 
newspaper that will report on 
communities in struggle, is being 
launched on 8ih November. 

Laurence Cox, one of the organising 
collective, said IFB will be anarchist in 
its orientation. 

“Its format and structure are 
anarchist in that they focus on struggle 
from below grounded in people’s real- 
life issues.” 

The result of six months planning, Cox 
said that “anarchists and libertarians” 
have been involved in setting up the 
newspaper, but it would also feature the 
work of “community organisers, 
feminists, non-dogmatic Marxists and 
others”. 

He said IFB will attempt to “develop 
a sense of solidarity generally between 
different movements” and “build 
connections between existing struggles, 
show people in other working-class and 
poor rural communities that people are 
already taking action and making a 
difference”. 

IFB will feature stories that “centre 
on people taking action around issues 


that affea them and challenging the 
state and capital when they do so - but 
which focus on ordinary people as the 
key actors in their own lives, not 
passive victims of ‘bad policy’. 

Cox said Ireland needs a newspaper 
like IFB because there has been a “rise 
in movement conflicts across the 
country - from small farmers opposing 
Shell in Mayo, port communities 
opposing incinerators in Ringaski ) 
and Ringsend and large mobilisations 
around summit meetings. 

“Most importantly maybe we 
long tradition of communit)* org^*'^** 
which has been bound up with the 
state for the last ten or fifteen 
and so has become fragmented an 
bureaucratised. 

“ Wc hope IFB will be part of this 
movement wave, helping build coo^ 
tions between existing struggle 
helping communities in struggle con 

to other groups.” j 

IRB will be avadable in Britain a 
will be stocked by the Freedom ^ 
bookshop. A web edition can be 
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Feature 



lain Mackay looks at proposals to cut benefits for the disabled and 
reveals damned lies in the statistics 



T he latest of New Labour’s 
attacks on working class 
people has been announced. 
The aim is to abolish 
Incapacity Benefit (IB), Alan 
Johnson, the Work and 
Pensions secretary, described 
rhe changes as the most radical benefit 
reform for sick and disabled people since 
the Beveridge report. 

It is hard to imagine William Beveridge 
not spinning in his grave at this spin. It 
seems customary these days to call the 
dcstruaion of something its ‘reform* - 
someone should remind New Labour 
that reform means make something 
benet, not worse. 

The reforms will scrap the present 
incapacity benefit system, which is 
currently received by 2.7 million 
claimants. Not that IB is much. Tlie 
average amount paid is £85 per week. 

As a proportion of average earnings, IB 
paid to a single person fell from 17.4% 
in April 1995 to 15.2% in April 2003. 

This amount will get even more miserly. 
At first, people will be put on a holding 
benefit paid at the jobseekers* allowance 
rale of £55 a week until they face a 
proper medical assessment, probably 
within 12 weeks. The majority will 
receive a rehabilitation support allowance 
at just above the current long-term IB 
rate of £74 a week. But this allowance 
be cut back to jobseeker levels - about 
^20 a week less - if they do not take 
iteps, including regular work-focused 
interviews, to get them back to work. 

The aim, so it is claimed, is to help a 
million people back into work. How 


this will be achieved is hard to know, as 
there are still around a million people 
officially currently looking for work. 
Surely the ‘reforms* will simply mean 
that there will be two million people 
unemployed? Given that the IB reforms 
will not begin to bite before 2008, there 
is enough time to fight them. It also 
shows the fundamental optimism of 
New Labour*s plans as the absorption 
of one million new workers is premised 
on the government’s own desperately 
optimistic forecasts for economic growth. 
Wishful thinking is hardly a sound basis 
for a major policy. 

As such, it is doubtful that this IB can 
be simply got rid of by a few cuts. The 
real effect will be to force people into 
abject poverty as few jobs are available, 
particularly in those de-industrialised 
areas with the highest IB numbers. As 
New Labour will nor tackle the 
structural caus^ of such regional 
unemployment, it is doubtful that those 
on IB will be able to find meaningful 
work. This is particularly the case when 
we look at why the UK has so many 
people on IB in the first place. 

The work and pensions minister, David 
Blunkett, stated that there is “something 
very strange has happened to our society” 
if 2.7m people are now claiming incapa¬ 
city benefit. In a way, he was right: she 
was called Margaret Thatcher. He may 
have heard of her - the government he 
is part of seems intent on consolidating 
her evil legacy. So while Blunkett told 
claimants to “Turn off TV and work,” 
perhaps they should reply by telling him 
to read a history book? 


As such, it is disingenuous to hear the 
Tories demanding answers to why nearly 
three million are on IB. When Michael 
Howard was Employment Secretary, 
managers of Job Centres in high 
unemployment areas were instruaed to 
put as many people as possible on to IB 
in order to reduce their unemployment 
register. Looking at those currently on 
IB, they are concentrated in areas of 


industrial decline such as Merseyside, 
the northeast of England, and south 
Wales. In effect, the unemployed there 
were simply categorised as ‘sick*. In 
other words, the Tories deliberately used 
incapacity benefit to disguise unemploy¬ 
ment during their period in office. That 
was not all. Faced with the exploding 
unemployment, their economically 
illiterate policies helped cause, the Tories 
did little more than combat the statistics 
by revising how unemployment was 
counted at least 12 times over their 18 
years in office (Labour denounced this 
while in opposition but, strangely, failed 
to change back to the old ways once in 
office.) Each change unsurprisingly revised 
the numbers dowm. 

Yet, in spite of this, unemployment in 
1997 was still at historically high levels 
compared to the 1950s, 1960s and even 
the dreaded 1970s. This changed slightly 
under New Labour when, according to 
Gordon Brown, after inheriting close to 
two million unemployed. New Labour 
had reduced that figure to “less than a 
million, the lowest for 29 years”. It is 
worth remembering that Milton Friedman 
- inventor of the subsequently discredited 
Monetarism Thatcher imposed - said 
that he expected only a minor jump in 
unemployment in the short term when 
his ideas were applied. Nearly three 
decades is hardly short-rerml 
That the UK has low unemployment 
is, sadly, a myth based on semantics 
and the manipulation of statistics. The 
high numbers of ill people in Britain is 
an obvious sign that its economy is not 
as healthy as is regularly portrayed. It 
all depends on how you measure 

j-tt?_ 


government claimed that 2.9% claimed 
jobless benefits, the Intemarional 
Labour Organisation presented a 
slightly less flattering figure of 4.7% 
based on their way of counting the 
unemployed. In other words, it simply 
means that unemployment has been 
redefined rather than reduced. To get a 
real idea of unemployment, you need to 
count both registered unemployed and 
those claiming invalidity. In the UK, 
while the unemployment rate has gone 
down, disability cases have risen. This 
points to extensive hidden 
unemployment. Looking at those who 
are claiming incapacity benefit for more 
than six months, the number has grown 
from 570,000 in 1981 to 2.13 million 
by 2003. In total, 2.7 million people of 
working age are receiving sickness- 
related benefits. This is some 7% of the 
UK’s working age population and, 
obviously, puts the stated 2.9% 
unemployment rate in an utterly 
different light. These figures dwarf the 
equivalent ones from Europe. In 
Germany, only 2.1 % claim IB w'hile it 
is 0.3% in France. Add IB to 
standardised unemployment figures, 
and the supposed sufjcriority of the 
British economy to those of Germany 
and France simply disappears. 
Unemployment in ‘liberalised* Britain is 
about the same as in ‘regulated’ Europe. 
While Thatcher’s labour market reforms 
may have weakened workers’ suength 
and increased their job insccurit>’ (and 
so increased profits and inequalit>'), they 
did not reduce unemplo>7nent. So much 
for nearly 30 years of neo-liberalism. And 
Blair has the cheek to lecture Europe on 


CASE STUDY: THE MINERS 

* "port brougn out in Marcti was amongst the start<est example of how incapacity has been used In recent years to hide much of the country's 
'"“''Htloyiiiont problems, 

'•my itm on: Hss the economy of the coalfields recovered? examined communities where over ten percent of the populaUon had been 
•"'P'hyed in the mines before the mass closures. 

"*• '•port, brougn out by the Cenue for Regional and Social Economic Research at Sheffield Hallam university, said: -Claimant unemployment 
*•*•*. which ate currently relatively low In most former coalfields, give a wholly misleading view of the strengh of the local labour market, 
the early 1980s, the rise In the number of economically inactive men of workin g age In the coalfields has been twice as lar^ as the fall 

I"'•eordad unemploymem. 

*" the Eiigiah and Welsh coalfieMs in mld-2004, no fewer than 330,000 adults of 
**"**** Me (201,000 men, 135,000 women) were out of work and claiming 
"‘•Wdty benefits, compared to just 67,000 (60,000 men and 17,000 women) 
unemployment beneTits. The evidence supports the view that In the 
“**'•'*>». as in some other parts of older industrial Brttaln, there has been a 
^Medkrarsloo of people with health problems from unemploymeni to incapacity 

«««that as many as 100,000 men In the coalftolds are currently 
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In this way. 


coifered the 1981 2004 pahod, and covatad only the EngMsh and 
. accounting fof approximately 90% of the total. It also only 

on the experiaoce of man. as these made up the vast majortty of those 
*h the mines. In Easington, a district council In County Durham - the 
^"^conimunity which expenenced 100 % job iois - approximately 22% 

»oriang age population are claiming disability benafrts. and similar lavtis 
found M the south Wales local authorities of Blaenau Gwent and Merthyr 

»osaafchers found that sustained growth in the economy from 1993 
had madt no differance to the numbers daiming incapacity benefit. 
*howno • four fold tnereese They concluded that a decision was taken to 
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Anarchism 

Anjrchisrs u'ork towards a soom of 
mutual aid and voluntar)* coK>peration. 
Wc reject gcAtrmmeni, and all forms of 
rxpkmatton and domination, 

Frtfdom Press is an independent 
anarchist publishei; lotindcd m 1886. 
Besides this newspapei; which comes 
out every two ueeks, we prodtKT books 
on all aspects of anarchist theory' and 
pnetke - see our wcbsire for a full list. 

In our building in East London wr run 
Bntain*s biggest anarchtst bookshop 
and host the Aurooom>' Oub meeting 
room and the Freedom Hacklab open- 
access IT space. 

Our aim is to ejqdain anarchism 
more widely and to show' that people 
can work together and use direct action 
to practicalJy improve our livies and 
build a better world. 

Freedom*f editors wish to present a 
broad range of anarchist thought, and 
as such the views expressed lo the 
paper are chose of che indinduaJ 
contribueDcs and not necessarily those 
of the editorial collective. 

Angel Alley 

The London Anarchist Bookfair was, as 
always, a roaring success story for us, as 
wt had an entire wall bcxiked up and (it 
can be said with no false modesty) the 
beat tdeoEkm ot books in the w'hde place. 

Away from our greedy lirtJe claws 
counofig the pcomes howesTt, rt w'ts less 
of a snrrm ttory for our meetings, both 
the media workshop, and the Freedom 
one whiefa followed it, consisted almost 
soldy of cxMCing hacks. 

The Bfack meeting went badly. 
Racber than lookjng forward, it descended 
mru arguing and little was volunteered 
(apan from one imeresting idea that a 
marketing group to suppon anarchist 
papers be set up). 

The Freedom meeting had only seven 
attendees, with three of these being 
existing ednors. Fiaving said chat, the 
(eedbadc we got was invaluable. 

As such, and with a little discussKio, 

It was suggnied that a bt-moncfaly readers 
group be formed, featuring speakers 
and discussuin on topics brought up m 
the paper. This would both aUow us to 
get brncr and more rrguUr feedback on 
where wr might be going wrong* and 
also - not huhf^ any agendas here ~ to 
be able to dik the owcasKKul lavouc 
Hopefully well son out a specific date 
in time for our next issue, so if jou 
have a particular speciality and uouid 
like to speak on it, please do in 
touch with us. 

Contact details 

f recdoni Press, 84 b \^1iitechape) Ffigh 
Street, Ixmdon FI 7QX 
Tel/fax: 020 7247 V249 
w w'w. frccdompccss.org.ttk 
inquiries: reedocripress.urg.uk 

Copy/ljettersi cupyiPffcedomprm.org.uk 
SubscrrlHioHS: sub«#free<kimprcss/irg.uk 
Bookshop: shop#frtvdomprcss.org.uk 
hreeJorn Press Dtslrthubon: 
disrro#frcedomprrss.org.uk 

Next issue 

The next ifisue will be dated I2lh 
November and the last day to get your 
copy to us will be Friday 4th November. 


I The Sorry State 

James Horrox’s article made some 
interesting points (The Sorry Stare, 
Freedom, 1st October 2005) but I 
thought its main premise was flawrd. 
All states seek to maintain a monopoly 
on the means of s'iolencc. 

In advancing his Lockeian thesis on 
the “legitimate scope of state activity** 
jama neglects a vital point. All states are 
bodies of military and administrative 
pow-cr exercised on behalf of one class 
(and in defence of a particular relation¬ 
ship between people and property) over 
another. Thus, James’s attempt to argue 
that the state is acting ultra vires in 
exercising violence against it.s citizens 
actually mv-stifies what he seeks to 
explain. States will pursue violence 
against particular groups on behalf of 
other groups. In describing such action 
as ultra vires James takes liberal 
denrKxracy ’s claims for itself at face 
value. But liberal democracy can all too 
easiK' abandon its fundamentals in pursuit 
of its own defence - it’s not the lack of 
a written constitution that has brought 
about the extension of emergency powers 
in the UK. Liberal democracy is the form 
of rule capital favours in times of social 
peace. It is also a form easily abandoned 
by capital when it is under threat. 

When James asserts that the current 
raft of legislation is “direaly and 
unashamedly antithetical to everything 
a liberal democracy stands for** he’s 
accepting capiul's liberal bona fides at 
face value. Capital will use the powers 
of the state to defend itself from attack 
- and draconian powers can fir all too 
easily with the liberal norion of the rule 
of law. As we’ve seen on the streets of 
the six counties with shoot to kill, and 
the repression of extra-parliamentary 
resioaiKc in Germany and Italy, the norms 
of liberal democracy will be abandoned 
if they arc no longer convenient. The 
armed coup against Allendc in Chile was 
“antithetical to everything a liberal 
demcxrac)' stands for** but many a liberal 
democracy encouraged it and colluded 
with It. 

My point is simply that a Lockeian 
analysis obscures the role of the state in 
defending che interest of a particular class, 
and obscures also the extent to which 
the liberal sute can impose a regime of 
permanccit emergency without - on its 
OW'D terms being ultra vires at alL 
CapuaJ will defend its interests by what¬ 
ever means necessary. We’d do well do 
respond in kind rather chan buying into 
the myth chat our barrle should be for 
conshtunonai safeguards. 

ioiiii Slmta 

I George Fox fix 

fiM ts*ue. heeditm reported on the 
tr e s f i JS M M g £ omnium of tfte dnngi' 

5ijr for protesting j§^mst the f**ntmumg 
seii insi of iameustef iJmueruty lo 
corporate tnUrtsu! 

Scjint olisrrvm said if was all ab<iui 
fiKmey. There u a wider umu agei i i. 
to which the untvrmiy u>JiforitH Kmi 
Kelly, fhe Minisier Un F>dauaiMiu, t .v 
promised u> drive extrrnumi'ihr 
untv^utirs. 

I^ncaster Umveisity has, in the 
enjoyed a strong reputation lor puliiica) 
activuy. Ill Novcmlier iWl, 250 studeitu 
occupied cite University Senate Mouse, in 
protest at 12.75% rrni rites After that, 
spikes and barbed wire appeared aruuad 
the top of the building, to prevent 
Muderitv chmbuig ui. 

The consequen4.es for the relationship 
between the University and the scudent 


body of the Cicorge Fox Six trial are 
likely to be serious. Striking out the most 
militant elements of the student body 
may cow the rest into submission. 

The external reputation of the university 
will be harmed. Already, applications for 
cenain courses arc down. Perhaps more 
damaging, but difficult to quantify, will 
be the decline in the willingness to 
question, to challenge. 

The damage to the intellectual 
amiospherc in Lancaster will be fell. All 
of this is a great pity because it is, on 
the whole, a good university. The case 
is a result of a lack of leadership. There 
must be better ways of funding higher 
education, rather than being beholden 
to corporations. It should not be beyond 
the wit of university leaders to find ways. 

Similarly, the university establishment 
have been weak in their refusal to stand 
up to the authoritarian compulsions of 
the New Labour Police State in its drive 
to criminalise all dissent. 

One of the protesters, Rachael Jackson, 
expressed shock that it could be possible 
for so many evil corporations to be 
gathered together in one room. To me, 
this seems to be the heart of it. The 
university needs to cosy up to the 
corporations. It needs their sponsorship 
and supports to service its debts from 
the massive expansion programme. 

That there are concerns about corporate 
sponsorship warping the results of 
research, and excessive secrecy attached 
to such work, arc commonplace in 
academia. 

That six young students were prepared 
to protest against this shows there is 
hope yet. In a grotesque verdict, denying 
their freedom of speech was being 
murdered, the judge found them guilty. 

The idea of a university prosecuting 
its students for daring to protest against 
such maners is completely outrageous, 
but entirely in line with the absolute 
totalitarianism of these days wc live in. 

Stephen Booth 


T&G and Gate 
Gourmet 

The Gate Gourmet dispute has obviously 
been a cause cclebre for the Transpon 
& General, a proud example of what is 
meant by its ‘fighting back culture*. But 
what has this actually meant in 
praaice? 

On a grassroots level, the response 
from other T8cG workers at Ficathrow 
and across the country was exemplary. 
Hundreds of black and white workers 
immediately recognised the need for 
solidarity with their (sometimes literal) 
brothers and sisters. Across the country 
union members organised solidarity 
collcitions and mcciing^ raising many 
thousands for the strikers. 

But what of the national union, and 
Its leadership^ (latt- Ciourmet b«>ssrs 
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claim that the solidarity was actually 
sanctioned, if not explicitly organised, 
by the union, saying; “The TCiWU was 
fully aware of this [solidarity] action 
and did nothing to stop it, A radical 
group of workers at the centre of this 
event ha.s a history of similar illegal 
action, taking such measures seven 
times in the past three years.” 

Three stewards arc being charged 
with organising the walkout (including 
the union executive member ff>r aviation), 
and other reports have newspapers making 
offers of hundreds of thousands of pounds 
to local reps for them to say that Tony 
Woodley himself ordered the walkouts. 

Both arc untrue, the walkout was a 
spontaneous action by the workers, and 
came after clear signals that Gate Gourmet 
and BA bosses wanted to break the union. 

They failed to do so, but they did get 
away with the majority of the 
restructuring plans the workers had been 
resisting for months, as ^cll as getting 
rid of several ‘troublemakers’. 

One reason for this could happen was 
because the actual negotiations between 
the union and the bosses were carried 
out by the T6cG bigwigs without local 
reps being present. Local reps would not 
have been able to agree to the ‘packages’ 
that GG offered, having already rejeacd 
them in the past. But the leadership 
could accept them, and effectively wore 
the strikers down by failing to come.up 
with any alternative strategy or solution. 
Indeed, they haven't even given workers 
the text of the agreement, and they do 
not seem to be aware of who the 144 
workers, who must rake redundancy^ 
actually arc! 

Any successful strategy would have 
had to include actively supporting the 
baggage handlers walkout and 
encouraging it to spread across 
Heathrow, it would have meant calling 
for the refusal by jobcentre staff to 
advcnisc the vacancies, and the 
systematic picketing of the Blue Arrow 
recruitment firm, which organised the 
temp staff sparking the dispute. The 
union supported no such actions.Tony 
Woodley, along with the vast majority 
of union leaders, asks the Labour Party 
to legalise secondary aaion (whilst 
promising that it will only be utilised 
utterly responsibly). But unless union 
leaders arc prepared to actually call for 
It now, the law will remain unchanged. 
And tens of thousand more workers 
will lose there jobs due to bosses being 
able to pick off groups one by one. 

Richard Balbin 

Richard b a mamber of tht TGWU 


being asked to vote for a document 
most have not ixrcn. Perhaps just as well, 
given that the US chinks it can keep on 
writing provisions just a few days ahead 
of the vote making any documents 
currently published potentially out of 
date. TTiat, however, is not all. The Shiite 
and Kurdish parties have agreed that 
the newly elected parliament after 15th 
December will rc-open negotiations with 
the Sunni Arabs on the constitution. 

This means that Iraqis arc now bemg 
asked to vote on a constitution that 
may be subsequently changed. So not 
only arc the people being asked to vote 
for something most of them they have 
not read, those who have read it do not 
know if it will be implemented! One 
thing IS sure, fhe constitution (accepted 
or not) will not end the insurgency, 
panicularly as the occupier's hand is so 
noticeable on the constitution itself. 

What can be done to correct the 
situation in Iraq? Nothing, unless the 
US docs what it will never do and end 
its occupation. Nor will the constitution 
ensure self-determination for Iraqis (with 
or without the US) as it will, at best, 
delimit the powers of the politicians 
and bureaucrats who will, in reality, 
determine their fate. 

Sadly, this is what they will get - unless 
they create self-managed alternatives to 
the joke which passes for democracy 
under capitalism. 
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Tom Jennings applauds David Cronenberg for linking the attractions 
of action cinema to ideologies of control and conquest by force 
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T wo aUciry nH}h%ttr% wip<r oui 
It rnofd i'irrk «ttj diul 
fhdr liitlr girlj l-Jic (Maria 
IWlio) and Tom Stall (Vijjno 
M*>j'n*nson) comfort their 
dauiihtcr after her dream of 
rmm«er<. Ostensibly content 
o^nmunity pdlars in the Midwest 
tKicmdocks, the StiilU are quietly 
iiaitnjtmg - MntiJ the murderers hold 
^ the diner he nin*, whereuprin lorn 
^fDfnptlv despatches them with 
coiukiderablc ^bn. After the ensuing 
inedta ipi»rligh(, goons arrive led by 
Carl fog^tty (Kd Harris) who insists to 
pmtesrattons of mistaken identity that 
Tom IS actually notorious Fhilly hitman 
Joey Cusack. Meanwhile Jack Stall 
(Ashton Holmes) has trouble with 
bighfchool hardnuts, but inspired by 
1 m dad's antics discovers his own vicious 
Hftak and beats up the bullies. The town 
sbenff IS suspicious about Tom. but 
Edie (a bigslKit lawyer) pulls rank and 
coven for him. Fogarty becomes 
mcrtaungly threatening until Tom kills 
the madc'inen in a blur of kung-fu 
gunplay, also involving Jack. After 
bfuisingly passionate sex with Edie^ lorn 
i o un icy t cast into his past, and kills big 
boss Richie Cusack fWillram Hurt). He 
to die family, but things will 
be the same... 

Cronenberg compulsively blurs 
boondanes of fantasy and rcaltry in his 
tairreal science fiction and shocking 
talcs of horroc. gore and mutant 
depravity, often mobilising machines as 
nacupbors for aspects of expcncDCc wc 
prefer to overlook. This rime the 
ledwology of cinematic representation 
«clf - Hollywood storytelling 
aratcgies and the ways these smuggle 
ideology tnro audiences ~ takes centre 
atage. A History' of Violence blcnd.s 
vttiofis of snuli-town utopia with the 
more ovcniy masculinist fantasies of 
•ecimty m a hostile world of the 
Western and cnroc and action thrillers. 
Corny comic characters and stock 
bxHn these genres stretch the 
ifomc lumcs of pastiche - but the 
^««hfy of aamg and careful 
«0<w<niaion of this exempbry 
pottPRodem film carry it off. The 
luggles mulupie levels of 
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interpret a fimi and stgruficaiicc in 
calcubrjug, equating and integrating 
symbolic and physical violence - 
unflinchingly laying bare the weighty 
aftermaths for the charatfers, the 
fascination for viewers, and the 
impitcaiioiH for personal biography and 
redemption all the way to historical 
allegory and the general Iwdy politic. 

Systematically deconstructing the 
cinematic language of ordinary 
inalcness and respectable gender 
relations and roles, all that survives of 
the classic nuclear family romance is 
superficial collusion in hiding dark 
secrets. The feniinisation of men in 
post-industrial service sectors, as 
women become more professionally 
dominam in the public sphere, is 
juxtaposed with growing female 
assertiveness in personal relations and 
the complexities of dominance and 
submissivcncss in adult love. Once Tom 
!>cgins to vent ‘Duty Harry’ tendencies, 
the spouses initiate and respond to both 
sexual and nonsextial aggression with 
ambivalent arousal and disgust that 
damages trust. Meanwhile the aisy 
reproduction of masculinity and 
femininity is disrupted as the children 
watch their parents meet external evils 
with their own suppressed demons - 
the girl seeing through the fairy tale 
that *thcrc arc no such things as 
monsters"; and the wisecracking 
adolescent nerd pragmatically 
kickstarting manhood, first against the 
bullies then by saving his dad. 


What a man's gotta do 

TTic storyline works simuluneousJy as 
conventional narrative and macho 
fantasy, destabilising and quesrioning 
happy endings and neat resolutions. 
Everyone and every thing changes due 
to the “return of the repressed" - 
whether violent action or imagination, 
dewre, “manly" strength and 
“womanly" weakness, or other brutal 
truths of past and present. In the 
conventional narrative, rraditKmal 
complacencies are thoroughly trashed - 
of the mam character, his happy family 
and the idealised small town 
communiry as well as the integrity of 
‘externar forces such as official 


i the names of the pwiple and unne of 
I the other places in this bor>k. If d<ies 
^ not matter that he cannot identify the 
jcmal village, because the ukimI paturrrn 
hr describes resonate tiirough mucii of 
Irish life, mraJ and urban. 

But his study community is unique - 
hence his “world of fine differmce". fW 
, members of Irivercsk also see themselves 
I as "a ddkftrnt pUce altogether*’ from 
f^tghhourmg tonirriumrirs, winch m 
mm hi wreak as “• place full of 
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Viggo Moftcroon in Cronenberg's A History of Violence 


hierarchies and the outsider drama of 
organised crime. Ukewisc, as dream or 
fantasy, the anempted wish-fulfilmenu 
of pleasure and cmaimy at the 
individual level inevitably self-destruct, 
since the inconvenient realities of 
impulse and cxccsi, bodily 
intransigence and social conflict refuse 
to be denied - not least from thrir 
uncomforuble proximity to what 
makes life worth living compartd to the 
cloying, sutic boredom of perfection. 

Furthermore, the spiritual overtones 
hint at wider historkaJ and 
philosophical dreams and fantasies. The 
audience^ relationship to violence in 
the media (and especially American 
cinema) as mnocem entertainment is no 
longer straightforward - and, extending 
funher, the political roles of national, 
societal and religious mythologies m 
solving conflict and legitimising 
authority are expensed as inadequate 


and disHoncsi (^ronenhergs key fhemr 
tomes M,rtAs more sfrocqjly than evrr, 
despite A History of V^ilencr's 
mamsiream appeal and big budgrf 
gif>ssiness. Tins is that extraordinary 
reserves of ps) choh:^cal work muM l>e 
devoted over a lifetime (fhue being 
diverted injm more consiructivt 
pursuits) to maintaining a cbs.sicaiiy 
'scientific' Foiropcan type of seH'image 
- a coherent, conscious, yoluntarily 
controlled and coosMitoif rationaLity - 
in the lace of the abfurdities the 
unconscious, the incorrigilile sensualiry 
and/or ab)ec*tion of flesh and the 
general horrors of hunigm ‘civilisaiKm*. 
Once the delusions they’ve buih their 
identities around ditKilvt, the pathos of 
the faruiiy s disorientation shows that 
isolated heroes solve mithing. The 
American Dream leaves its banal 
reprcaemativrs atatled ui no-man's land, 
wliere banishmg motmters to 


h'avfri ifitrn imabie to Um 
ff-al fine*, except bv t Mating fiicif own 
'n*e fiiin Kigether umptmt of 

tilt fanitfic^i»<w>^ wM-houf wiclnng i«WrtS 
their '.et Sitill ^aptivai*.-*, 

viewers Indepi-ndi'iiT ^ u^tial 

deprf*sMve aiienatKifi. tiffientioni 
middle claw, angvt or fashw/ruibk 
niioliMn arc iivoirh-d. and no 
j magnihcefitiy f^eniimental driKmeineni 
1 ijf fatal gevfur? lets iiv lor tfie autut 
i quoi off the hook. Sadly. C.ronmberg’s 
! existentialist deuchmerit preempt*) 
solutK/uv fiy individualising the proWetn 
and cimcealing its cruciajlv socul 
ongms in the mtsts of Time 
Nevertheless the conclusion is 
ineicapahk that only genuinely mutual 
and honcstlv tulleaive effort will aflirw 
the famihr (or society i to survive and 
grow rogethci, rather than violenilv 
sphmng apan. 


farming communities is that each lives 
cheek by |owl, with the country folk no 
furriicr than a few miles removed from 
ifie pier folk. 

In Invi'ievk. Peace shows a cotninumt) 
that Iu9 no desire to live up ic) the 
caricature that riirai Ireland is dying or 
loving lU cultural identity to modemnv 
He writes; 

“Uespitf tlir extenr of this sust/iined 
indue(loi) into rnudcrnity, Iriverejk 
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vtibvert it. tfus venvr t»( (Uiniii(.tii>n is 
atticwlaixtl With peuir and the tt 
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A Sideways Look 

My journey to work takes me past an 
estate of maisonettes in the pnKCSs of 
demolition. Already, many of the new 
foundations are laid, only a couple of 
months after .site clearance started. TTic 
last of the first phase has now been 
knocked dosm so 1 am spared the 
slightly jarring sight of different patches 
of colour hanging on the exposed walls. 
The demolished homes have been 
carted aw^y by large lorries, at least to 
Erith, a joume>- of some ten miles. All 
the improvements made by the former 
residents have gone - the new* kitchens, 
double glazing, gardens. 

The homes bemg built in their stead 
look )u$t like evers* other housing 
associanon development. They appear 
smaller but then more of them ate 
houses. They come with the most usual 
unproxements already done - central 
beating, double glazing, insulation. 

This pattern is being repeated ail over 
the countr>', albeit with regional 
\*ariarions. In London and rhe south 
east it tends to be council estates that 
are being demolished, to be rebuilt by 
housing associations. Some housing 
associations behave like a social 
landlord, unfortunately many don't. 

The government is ordering councils co 
raise rents so that they arc in line with 
housing associations bx' 2010, presumably 
so that and'privatisation campaigners 
can't point to higher rents. 

In the north, huge areas of terraced 
housing - including private homes - arc 
goeng to be demolished by John Prescott. 
Well, probably not him personally but 
>*00 get the idea. It will be replaced by 
a mumire of developments, he says. I 
wonder how nuny property developers’ 
boards he’U be sitting on when he's 
elevated to the Lords.^ 

Some buildings arc so bad that they 
should be knocked down. But most 
aren't and could easily be renovated 
and improved. However, there arc several 
problems with this. Firstly, the Treasury 
charges VAT on renovations yet doesn't 
on new buildings. You could call it a 
tax on being green. Secondly, there's a 
lot more profit to be made if you free 
up sizeable chunks of land and squeeze 
m ocher thmgs as well as houses (not 
that developers don’t make enough 
from houses!). Also, some councils 
might hang on to their housing stock 
instead of being forced to virtually give 
them away to asset stoppers or feather- 
nested fonner Direaors of Housing. 

A tenn 1 learnt recendy illustrates how 
stupid this IS from an ecological point 
of v»w. Embodied encrg>’ is the energy 
required to extract, manufacture and 
tianspon the materials used for a 
building. The material with the least 
embodied energy- is wood ^ most of its 
embodied encrg>' comes from drying 
and fianspofucion. Next is brick, and 
many towns in Bnuin have street 
names which commemorate the faa 
that the Victonans basically dug up 
fields, baked the clay or loam in kilns 
and then built bouses with the resulting 
bncks and tiles. IxKiking at old maps 


from then, it's fair to say that nearly 
three-quarters of my life I’ve lived in 
home.x built on or near former clay pits. 
The highest embodied energy comes 
from aluminium, mainly because of the 
enormous amount of energy required to 
extract it. Perhaps surprisingly, concrete 
and plastic are relatively low, while 
glass and steel are high. 

All these homes that Labour want to 
knock down, to be replaced in some 
places by rowers of glass and steel as is 
the mode with fashionable architects, 
cost energy to make. If wc as a society 
want to do anything about climate 
change wc should be starting, literally, 
at home. 

Svartfrosk 



Taken from Freedom. November 1985: 

Class War’^ Bash the Rich March number 
tw'o called on people to meet at 3pm on 
Saturday 21st Scptembei; to march to the 
parts of Hampstead ‘Rich Scumbags' 
have made their luxurious dwellings. 

By 3pm quite a crowd had gathered; 
it was a shame that most persons present 
were in uniform, and busied themselves 
about searching the pockets, bodies and 
baggage of those out of uniform. 

Marchers were escorted by what seemed 
almost as many piolice (including those 
who, previously out of sight, appeared 
as if on cue when the trouble started). 

The actions of the police were extremely 
provocative. En-routc to Hampstead they 
succeeded, by such means as several 
snatch arrests, in raising the temperatures 
of the marchers. Tempers were pushed to 
the limit. Just inside Hampstead wc were 
met by a line of police blocking the 
march, diverting it down a side street 
away from where people wanted it to go. 
Here the march stood still, arrests were 
being made at the rear and fighting ensued 
as people attempted to resist those arrests. 
Those previously out-of-sight police 
appeared on the scene. Police lines 
tightened up as more arrests were made. 

After people had been sufficiently 
frightened and once the potential trouble¬ 
makers were in custody the march was 
allowed to continue - away from 
Hampstead! It was plain to see that this 
was a premediuted tactic of the p>oiicc, 
and people played right into their hands, 
despite the odds. As 1 heard someone say, 
"You can't take on that many coppers." 

The quiz 

1. What links Giuseppe Pinelli, Ansebno 
Lorenzo, Franco Serantini and Kate 
Sharpley? 

2. How often has Gary Huck re-drawn 
his famous ‘oil canoon* showing the 
President mouthing text using oil 
company logos? 

3. Who said in 1998 that "the Labour 
Pany were more TTiatchcritc than the 
Tories"? 

4 . Why did writer Orhan Pamuk flee 
Turkey this year? 

Answen on page 6 


Imagine If... 

Maximus Decimus Meridius and his 
motley band of supporters walked into 
the quiet pub next to the centre of 
Rome and set up. The barman looked 
on as they began to drum loudly and a 
few started to dance. 

The barman didn’t have a licence, and 
asked them to stop. 

Maxiumus was outraged. “Arc you not 
entertained?" He shouted at his audience. 
“ARE YOU NOT ENTERTAINED! Is 
this not why you arc here?" 

He turned back to his drumming. The 
publican told him to leave again. They 
argued for a moment, and the drumming 
died away. 

Finally Maximus turned his back on 
the barkeeper in disgust, and told his 
minions: “At my signal, release hell." 

But before they could start playing 
again, a pubgoer put through one of 
the drums, ruining the whole thing. 

The barman had also flagged down 
some Praetorian guards. 

As he and his fellow gladiators left, 
shortly before the Praetorians showed 
up, he snarled: “My name is Maximus 
Dccimus Meridius, Commander of the 
Armies of the North, (jeneral of the 
Felix Legions, loyal servant to the true 
Emperor, Marcus Aurelius, father to a 
murdered son, husband to a murdered 
wife. I will have my vengeance, in this 
life ... or the next.” 

As they left, he carefully avoided taking 
responsibility for the Praetorians coming 
in mob-handed, and disappeared back 
to the Coliseum. 

What an arseholc eh? 

»> libcoin.org 


Listings 

29th October ‘Whose London? Shaping 
Alternative Futures for our City’ 

London Social Forum conference, sec 
Iondonsocialforura.org.uk 
30th October ‘William Blake: mystic, 
madman or revolutionary’ talk by Steve 
Ash at South Place Ethical Society, 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 

London WCl, sec ethical soc.org.uk 
3rd November Ken Campbell Impro 
Show from 8pm at The Inn on the 
Green, 3 Thorpe Close, London WIO, sec 
newagenda.demon.co.uk/perfclub.html 
4th to 6th November UK Hemp Expo 
at Hall 1, Wembley Exhibition Centre, 
London from 10am to 5pm, for info 
sec ukhcmpcxpo.com 
5th November Class War bonfire night 
from 7.30pm, Hackney Fields, London 
5th November IWW Centenary Festival 
with films during the day and a Robb 
Johnson gig starting at 8pm, Rampart 
Social Centre, 15-17 Rampart Street, 
London El (off Commercial Road), 
organised by London Wobblics, sec 
iww.org.uk 

10th November The tenth anniversary 
of the execution of Ken Saro-Wiwa, sec 
www.rcmembcrsarowiwa.com 
17th November Attila the Stockbroker; 
plus TV Smith, from 8pm at The Inn 
on the Green, 3 Thorpe Close, London 
WIO, see ncwagcnda.dcmon.co.uk/ 
pcrfclub.html 

22nd to 24th November Weekend of 
aaion against Rolls Royce Raynesway, 
Derby, sec derby.pcaccpagcs.co.uk or 
tridentpioughshares.org or phone 0845 
330 3877 for info 

24th November Jeremy Hardy, plus 
Whatsemame, Alan Tondinson and MC 
Tony Allen from 8pm at The Inn on the 
Green, 3 Thorpe Close, London WIO, see 
newagenda.dcmon.co.uk/perfclub.html 
26th and 27th November BeyondTV 
International Festival, Swansea, see 
undcrcurrents.org/beyondtv 


3rd December International Day of 
Climate Protest, to coincide with the next 
round of climate talks in Montreal, with 
days of action in London and Edinbuigh, 
as well as simultaneous demonstrations 
in many other countries including USA, 
Canada, Greece, Turkey, Australia and 
Asia see globalclimatecampaign.org or 
campaigncc.org 

7th to 8th January Newbury re-union, 
it’s ten years since the start of work on 
the Newbury Bypass so come and meet 
up with old friends and relive that 
fi-cezing cold winter cxpicriencc! People 
who weren’t at Newbury arc more than 
welcome too, sec roadalert.org.uk 
9th to 15th January Faslane Peace 
Camp ‘Adventure Week’ 

28th January Prison Abolition Seminar, 
on resisting prison construction, radical 
alternatives to prison and abolitionist 
theory past and present, at Conway 
Hall, Red Lion Square, London, from 
2pm to 5pm, for more details sec 
altematives2pri$ontik.cora 

Introducing... 

Cardiff Anarchist Network (CAN) 
CAN want to pursue political demonstra¬ 
tions through direct action and civil 
disobedience, and believe in the PGA 
hallmarks. 

They said: “Past actions wc have 
been involved in include the 2005 G8 
mobilisation, Blackwood bypass protest 
camp. Reclaim The Streets of Cardiff, 
Stop DSEi, numerous anti-war actions, 
protests against the EU summit in 
Newport and many more." 

Wc arc working on setting up a Social 
Centre in Cardiff. Currently wc meet 
every first and third Monday at 8.30pm 
in the GlanK>rgan Staff Club at Westgaic 
Street in Cardiff." 

Website: riseup.neVcanliffanarchists; Eiuail: 
cardjffanaichlstsinseup.n^ 
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ZJi Stan a NEW subsenpuon to Freedom for .Moet 

CJ Please RENEW my subscription u> Freedom lor.leiuee 

Q I endose a donation 

Q Ed like to pay by Standing Order and haire compMad the form (see right) 

I enclose £.. payrnem (chequas payaNt to fmdom Presa please) 

Name........--- 

Address_________—---—--.... 


To the manager (your bank) 
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Bank address .............. 
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£ ••ch month/qutftef/year (delete as appropriate) startirtg on (date).. 

Kemefs) of acooum holdids).... ..... 

Account number------- Sort code........ 

Signature .. ... 


Postcode 


For bank use only 

Please pey this sum to Freedom Pieie. account number 8294G905. sort code 77-0005. AUience 
I Lelceiter Commercial Bank pic. Bridle Road, Boode. Merseyside GIR OAA 
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Qeknantt 

16.00 
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29.00 

29.00 

41.00 

Inaiumiona 
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36.00 
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46.00 

Supportof 

48.00 

60.00 

60.00 

72.00 


Get in louch xMm us lor detail of tMiMBt ra^ 

Note that m hent a new ‘aupporlM^ sub raia. 

>tou can alw uae tha Ckdv tonn to treum 
that yow ittoschpeon aliMys ^ pato on IM. or If 
you tMni to makt a istoiar doriabon to Freedom. 

AS pnois are in £ toemng 
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•new.freedompress-orguk 
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